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Miniatures, op. 75a

I. Cavatina

II. Capriccio

Antonin Dvorak
(1841-1904)

Michelle McMahan, Brett Sharkey, 
Joe Talluto, Ashley Gacek, Violin
Dylan Childs, Bonnie Yeager, Viola

Mo Li Hua (“Jasmine Flower”)

Simple Gifts
Traditional

Joseph Brackett
(1797-1882)

Alexis McMahan, Jake Talluto, Violin

Der Erlkӧnig (“The Erlking”) Franz Schubert
(1797-1828)

Joe Talluto, Violin
Bonnie Yeager, Viola

Chiquilín de Bachín (“Loved One of Bachín”) Astor Piazzolla
(1921-1992)

Arr. Edward Huws JonesBrett Sharkey, Bonnie Yeager, Violin

Dziadunio Polka  (“Clarinet Polka”) Traditional

Jake Talluto, Alexis McMahan, Violin
Bonnie Yeager, Viola

Cripple-Creek Can-Can 
Traditional/Jacques Offenbach

(1819-1880)
Arr. Steven Kruse

Jake Talluto, Joe Talluto, Violin



Romanian Folk Dances
I. Jocul Cu Bata (“Stick Dance”)

II. Braul (“Sash Dance”)

III. Pe Loc (“Standing Still”)

IV. Buciumeana (“Dance from Bucium”)

V. Poarga Romaneasca (“Romanian 
Polka”)

VI. Maruntel (“Fast Dance”)

Béla Bartók
(1881-1945)

Arr. Emily Gray

Michelle McMahan, Brett Sharkey, 
Joe Talluto, Ashley Gacek, Violin
Dylan Childs, Bonnie Yeager, Viola

Le Coucou (“The Cuckoo”) Louis-Claude Daquin
(1694-1772)

Dylan Childs, Bonnie Yeager, Viola

Polovtsian Dance Alexander Borodin
(1833-1887)

Alexis McMahan, Jake Talluto, Bonnie Yeager, Violin

Sabre Dance Aram Khachaturian
(1903-1978)

Arr. Abraham Maduro

Joe Talluto, Ashley Gacek, 
Michelle McMahan, Brett Sharkey, Violin
Dylan Childs, Bonnie Yeager, Viola

Haste to the Wedding Traditional
Arr. Daniel Kelley

Michelle McMahan, Brett Sharkey, Ashley Gacek, Joe Talluto, Violin
Dylan Childs, Bonnie Yeager, Viola



Dylan Childs will be an incoming freshman at Carl Sandburg High School this fall. He will 
be playing the viola in the Philharmonic Orchestra as well as playing on the football team. 
His goal is to achieve straight A’s throughout the school year. Dylan loves playing viola 
because he gets to make people happy when he plays his music. Dylan loves to act, sing, 
and dance and wants to be in the next play at Sandburg.

Joseph Talluto is a senior at Carl Sandburg High School, where he is a member of the 
Philharmonic Orchestra. He has been playing the violin since he was in fourth grade, 
playing in both Junior High School Orchestra and Concert Orchestra when he was a 
freshman. He enjoys listening to classical music and he also taught himself how to play 
the piano. Joe hopes to attend college and will be enrolling in Vet Tech school at Moraine 
Valley. Joe’s main goal one day is to become a veterinarian. One thing that people don’t 
know about Joe is that he is currently working on his second degree black belt in Tae 
Kwon Do. 

Michelle McMahan will be a sophomore at Carl Sandburg High School in the fall. 
She is a member of the Philharmonic Orchestra, Pit Orchestra, Special Olympics and 
the MUN Team. She has been in orchestra, playing the violin, since the fourth grade, 
and enjoys it very much. This past year, she was part of the pit for Sandburg's 
"Fiddler on the Roof" performances. In her free time, she likes to read, and listen to 
the soundtracks from musicals. Enjoy the concert!

High School Ensemble Musicians

Ashley Gacek is currently a student at Carl Sandburg High School, where she is a 
member of the Symphonic Orchestra and is on the executive board of Scholastic Bowl. 
She is also a member of Key Club, Mathletes, and International Club where she shows 
her Polish background and culture through performance. She hopes to attend college 
and major in Biomedical Engineering. In her free time she volunteers at Palos Hospital 
and other locations in Orland Park and is currently at 100 hours of community service. In 
school she works hard to maintain her 4.7 GPA and enjoys orchestra as an escape from 
the stress of her classes. She looks forward to continue playing the violin even after high 
school and college.

Brett Sharkey is a senior at Carl Sandburg High School where he is a member of 
symphonic orchestra and the football team. Brett has been playing the violin since 
fourth grade. He also plays the piano. Brett plans on attending college after high 
school and majoring in Business/Accounting. He enjoys hanging out with friends and 
playing videos games.



Lilly X. Luke will be a sophomore at Carl Sandburg High School. She has been 
playing the violin since fourth grade and enjoys the challenge of learning new 
material every year. She also volunteers at Palos Community Hospital and is 
involved in Key Club, Friendship Connections, and the Relay for Life Committee. 
Her goal is to one day have a dog and work in the medical field.  Lilly served as Ms. 
Yeager’s High School Teaching Assistant for the Junior High Ensemble.

Alexis McMahan will be a seventh grader at Century Junior High this fall. She is 
part of the orchestra there, as well as the musicals. She has been playing the 
violin since the fourth grade. This past school year, she played the role of a kite 
flyer in the schools performances of "Mary Poppins Jr." In her free time, she enjoys 
hanging out with her friends, baking and cooking. She has worked really hard for 
this concert and hopes you enjoy it!

Jacob Talluto has been playing the violin since he was a fourth grader at High 
Point School. When he is not playing his violin, Jacob is avid Super Mario 
Brothers fan. He loves to read, especially Diary of a Wimpy Kid books and 
Captain Underpants. He is also a Deputy 3 belt in Tae Kwon Do. He is hoping to 
be a First Degree Black Belt by the summer of 2020. Jacob lives at home with his 
mom, his dad, his two older brothers and his five cats.

Junior High School Ensemble Musicians

Many thanks to everyone who made this summer’s ensemble experience possible!

Peace Memorial Church:  for graciously giving us a beautiful space to rehearse and perform 
in!  

Rev. Jed Watson, Senior Pastor
Robert Mohr, Director of Music

Pam Kueltzo, Administrative Assistant

All of the area School Orchestra and Music Teachers:  with special thanks to Dr. Linda 
Nussbaum, Orchestra Director at Carl Sandburg High School and Ms. Katie Bern-Gordon,

Orchestra Director at Century Junior High School.



BONNIE  YEAGER

Violist Bonnie Yeager has crafted a multifaceted
career as an orchestral musician, chamber musician,
teaching artist and arts advocate. Driven by her
deeply-held belief in the power of music and arts for
everyone, she has balanced a performing career in the
classical music world with a multi-disciplinary and
multi-cultural approach to music and arts education.

A graduate of the Cleveland Institute of Music (BM,
MM Viola Performance), and Interlochen Arts
Academy, Ms. Yeager has won--through competitive
audition--coveted orchestral positions with the
Phoenix Symphony, Edmonton Symphony, South
Dakota Symphony, Milwaukee Ballet Orchestra and
Elgin Symphony. Other orchestral appearances
include with the Cleveland Orchestra, Chicago
Philharmonic, Chicago Opera Theater, Milwaukee
Symphony, Toledo Symphony, Madison Symphony
and Chicago Sinfonietta.

An avid lover of chamber music, Ms. Yeager continues to perform regionally in recital and in
chamber performances with a kaleidoscope of musical colleagues in a range of genres from
classical to jazz to folk. She will very soon debut a new STEAM (STEM + arts) chamber series for
school performances and outreach events utilizing a range of musical genres to explore and
enhance the core STEM concepts and curriculum.

Ms. Yeager is a passionate and devoted Teaching Artist, whose teaching encompasses both private
and group upper strings instrumental instruction and broader community music-making.
Trained as a Suzuki Method teacher, Ms. Yeager’s curriculum and instruction combines the
Suzuki Method and a strong classical foundation with a creative and multi-genre approach.
Committed to the outcomes of youth development through music participation, she has been an
active teaching artist in community music programs and the El Sistema USA movement, bringing
her creative strings curriculum to groups of children in transitional housing, domestic violence
shelters, and under-resourced communities, as well as public school orchestra programs.

Season 1 of ViolaCast, Ms. Yeager’s podcast connecting music and ideas through her
performances, will soon be available to download and stream.



Lessons for
violin and viola
students of
all ages, plus
new chamber
music offerings
for the 2019-20
school year!

yeagerstringstudio.com
yeagerstringstudio@gmail.com
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